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Welcome to the 50 Days of Faith!

Over the next 50 days, Dodge City Church of the Nazarene 
will focus on living by faith more than on living by sight. If we 
immerse ourselves into this experience and wrestle with the 
issues of faith in our hearts and minds, we will experience 
deeper intimacy with God, a more noticeable transformation of 
perspective, and a more complete preparation for future living.

The 50 Days of Faith consists of three parts. First, we will 
study the life of Abraham in our Sunday sermon series. 
Second, we will participate in a seven week small group study. 
Third, we will engage this devotional each day. 

Each day, read the Bible passage, then read the short devo-
tional. Finally, answer in your heart the reflective questions 
throughout the day. Through this devotional, allow God to 
convict, instruct, and encourage you as you seek to live by 
faith.

This is going to be an amazing season of spiritual growth!

Pastor Justin



What scares you about living by faith? What could God ask 
you to do that would make you very 
uncomfortable or anxious?

Faith is risky. In our reading today, the LORD asked 
Abraham to leave the life he had known for 75 
years and move to a land he had never seen with 
only God’s promises to motivate him. Amazingly, 
Abraham did as the LORD instructed. He packed 
his family and possessions and set out for a new 
life in a faraway place. In a life of faith, God will ask 
us to take some risks. He may ask us to do things 
that we would never choose for ourselves, but the 
promises of an amazing God will always be fulfilled.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION How long have you truly followed Jesus Christ? How has 
your faith grown over the years? What challenges have 
you faced in your faith? Did you pass those tests? What 
needs to happen to make sure you past the tests of faith 
as you continue to follow Christ?

The Lord tested Abraham’s faith by asking him to sacrifice 
his son Isaac. Amazingly, Abraham was willing because he 
trusted God. This was after years of following the Lord. If 
this was the first thing God asked Abraham to do, Abraham 
may have failed miserably. Because he walked with the 
Lordfor a major part of his life and saw God’s faithfulness, 
Abraham was able to pass his test with flying colors. The 
Lord rewarded Abraham by sparing Isaac and fulfilling all 
the promises he made when Abraham was first called. 
Faith is amazing when it is tried and true! Live by faith and 
see what God is capable of doing in you and through you!

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

Genesis 12:1-7
SCRIPTURE READING

Genesis 22:1-18
SCRIPTURE READING



Do you give a 10% tithe? Do you give generously 
above your tithe? What scares you about giving to 
the Lord’s mission? What do you think you will miss 
out on if you give generously?

The Lord generously provides everything we need 
to faithfully follow him. Out of his blessing, he 
expects generous giving toward his mission. Unfor-
tunately, we resist his call to generosity because of 
a tight bank account, unexpected expenses, or any 
other resource management issue. Faith requires 
us to give any way and trust in the Lord to provide 
what we need and then some. When we give, our 
joy increases having served the Lord and others. 
Those we served were introduced to the love and 
mercy of Jesus Christ. When we give into the 
temptation to fearfully horde resources, we deprive 
ourselves of amazing blessings that only comes by 
faith expressed in generosity.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

What anxieties do you experience when thinking about 
sharing Jesus with nonbelieving friends and family? How 
are you actively sharing Jesus with the next generation?  

God revealed himself to the world, which is the only 
reason anyone knows about him. We know him 
personally because faithful people have told us 
about their own interaction with God. This occurs 
through Scripture, testimony, preaching and procla-
mation, or casual conversation between friends and 
family. Because we only know of him through the 
word of others, faith compels us to share the Good 
News of Jesus with people in our spheres of influ-
ence especially our children. We talk honestly 
about the person in whom we trust for salvation. 
Failure to share Jesus indicates either a fear that 
not even the Holy Spirit inspires us to overcome or 
an absence of true transformative faith.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

2 Corinthians 9:6-15
SCRIPTURE READING

Psalm 78:1-8
SCRIPTURE READING



How does the promise of Christ’s return bring you hope? 
How does the promise of Christ’s return help you endure 
your present troubles? 

Jesus is coming back! His return accompanied by 
the promise of eternal life for those who believe is 
the hope of Christianity. Christians have waited for 
this event since Jesus ascended into Heaven prior 
to Pentecost. Faith is the quality that helps us wait 
for the fulfillment of Christ’s promises because faith 
aids in expressing hope and patience. Without faith 
in Jesus, we have no reason to look beyond the 
muck and mire of the present troubles in which we 
languish. Without faith, all we have is today. Faith in 
Jesus empowers us to look forward to our glorifica-
tion at Christ’s return with anticipation. With faith, 
we have an amazing tomorrow!

REFLECTIVE QUESTION Do you live by faith or by your own abilities? Do you 
make decisions that require you to step beyond 
your own resources? Do you listen for God’s call or 
for your own sense of comfort? How can you live by 
faith beginning today?

In this “Hall of Faith” the author Hebrews described 
biblical heroes who “by faith” accomplished amazing 
things through God. We are really no different. By 
faith, we carry out of our commitment to serve Christ. 
By faith, we give of ourselves through service to 
others. By faith, we walk through difficult life paths 
trusting God for victories. By faith, we look to the 
future confident the Lord fulfills his promises. Faith is 
the essential quality of our relationship with God. 
Without faith, it is impossible to please God, which 
means we will never accomplish more than our own 
abilities allow. Without faith, we rely on ourselves 
rather than God. Live by faith.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION
Revelation 22:12-20

SCRIPTURE READING Hebrews 11:1-40
SCRIPTURE READING



What good things do you do now that you didn’t do before 
faith? What sinful habits do you need to abandon? What 
selfless acts do you believe God wants you to do? 

Faith is the means by which we relate to God, but 
also a motivator for good works. That’s because 
salvation through faith does not mean we have a 
spiritual connection with God but continue living by 
the selfish acts of the sinful nature. In salvation, the 
Lord is transforming us more and more into the 
image of Christ, which means we love God with our 
whole selves and love others as ourselves. This 
salvation by faith includes the desire to follow the 
Lord daily, serve others lovingly, and avoid selfish 
acts of sin carefully. Faith is how we relate to God, 
but as James says, “Faith, by itself, if not accompa-
nied by action is dead.” Believe and do good!

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

What does it mean to trust Jesus “with our entire beings”? 
Why is it so difficult to surrender the need to control? 

Faith and eternal life go hand in hand. Without faith, 
one cannot experience the joys of salvation, which 
includes the hope of eternal life. One day, each 
person will stand before the Lord Jesus and give an 
account of his or her life. The first question we may 
answer is “In whom do you trust,” or “In whom have 
you placed your faith?” The starting point in our 
relationships with Jesus is deciding to what extent 
we trust him with our lives. Until we can fully 
surrender our need to control and trust him with our 
entire beings, eternal life will always be a dream 
rather than an assured promise. Trust in the Lord 
Jesus with every circumstance, situation, or issue 
and rest in the hope of eternal life.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

James 2:14-24

SCRIPTURE READING

John 5:24-27
SCRIPTURE READING



How do you deal with desperate situations? Do you find 
peace or do you panic? What role does faith play in your 
handling of desperate situations?

Faith provides stability in desperate situations. In 
today’s reading, we see two different approaches to 
desperation. Paul and Silas found peace while in jail for 
committing no crimes other than preaching their faith. 
They even sang praises to the Lord. The jailer believing 
all prisoners escaped after the miraculous earthquake 
prepared to commit suicide. The jailer stops only after 
Paul and Silas interceded. After seeing the difference 
between his dealing with desperation and Paul’s and 
Silas’ approach to desperation, the jailer cried out for 
the same salvation the two missionaries experienced. 
We face desperate moments in life. Faith in Jesus offers 
peace and stability when everything seems in turmoil. 
Trust in Christ when things are beyond your control.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION When troubles overwhelm you, how long does it take 
before you finally decide to come to the Lord for relief? 
How many times do you try to resolve your challenges 
before you surrender to Christ?

We can easily feel we have nowhere to turn when 
life becomes exhausting. We can convince 
ourselves we are alone against insurmountable 
challenges. The pressures we endure blind us to 
the fact that our God is more powerful than our 
troubles. Faith encourages us to look to the untiring 
Creator for support and relief. When our burdens 
drain our energy, he renews our strength. When we 
feel weak, he lifts us up from underneath and gives 
us power to overcome issues we are unable to 
handle. Through faith in him, we withstand the 
onslaught of worldly concerns and see our hopes 
fulfilled with contentment and joy. Our God is an 
awesome God!

REFLECTIVE QUESTIONActs 16:16-34
SCRIPTURE READING

Isaiah 40:27-31
SCRIPTURE READING



What persons or things are you tempted to trust in more 
than God? What is it about trusting this other being rather 
than God do you find appealing? How difficult will it be to 
trust in God more than this other being?

Faith backfires when placed in anything other than 
God. In today’s passage, Judah’s king rejected the Lord 
and turned instead to Egypt for protection from Baby-
lon. The king placed his faith in a powerful nation rather 
than in the power of the one true God. The Lord warned 
the king this arrangement would fail because they 
trusted in men rather than God. In 605 B.C., the Lord’s 
prediction came to pass when Egypt was decisively 
defeated by Babylon in the Battle of Carchemish. When 
we place our faith in anything other than the Lord, we 
trust in lesser powers to do what only God can do. Trust 
in God rather than people, things, or even yourself and 
your faith will not fail.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION
What one sin or mistake do you find yourself thinking about 
the most? Do you believe Jesus has redeemed you from 
that sin or mistake? If so, why do you believe you keep 
obsessing over it? What keeps you from trusting Jesus’ 
forgiveness and liberation?

Faith focuses our attention away from the conditions 
of our world toward the redemptive power of Jesus 
Christ. Without faith, we fixate on our past failures 
and the present consequences of those failures. We 
experience the overwhelming weight of culpability 
and humiliation. By faith, we see how Christ liberates 
us from the past and initiates the process of total life 
transformation. He reorients our perspective from the 
earthly pathway of destruction to the hope of resur-
rection. Through our faith in him, Jesus grants us a 
life unfettered by the chains of guilt free to pursue our 
heavenly rewards. Praise the Lord Jesus Christ!

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

Isaiah 31:1-3
SCRIPTURE READING

Philippians 3:12-21
SCRIPTURE READING



What circumstances tempt you to believe they are too 
big for God? Why? 

Our God exceeds at making dead or dying things 
vibrant and amazing. Faith calls us to accept this 
future oriented reality even when our present 
seems so overwhelming. In today’s reading, the 
Lord showed Ezekiel a valley of dry bones and 
asked, “Can these bones live?” This faith question 
put Ezekiel on the spot so he essentially said, “I 
don’t know.” The Lord then raised these dead 
people to life and formed them into an impressive 
army showing his power to restore. When life is 
overpowering, we can easily believe things will 
never improve, but faith in God reminds us of his 
ability to raise even the dead to a vibrant and 
amazing life.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION
How difficult is it for you to separate the influences of the 
world and the desire to serve God? What do you find 
enticing about the world’s values?

The Lord is holy and calls us to holiness. Holiness 
is not religious superiority. We are holy when the 
Lord sets us apart from sin and the selfish desires 
of the world. In holiness, the Lord redeems us to 
himself and makes us his children, citizens of the 
Kingdom of God residing in a broken and fallen 
environment. In holiness, the Lord equips us to 
resist temptation and to live pure lives despite 
surrounding influences. This holiness the Lord 
desires for us comes by faith. We trust in Christ to 
the point that we willingly abandon our own 
self-centered attitudes and submit to his “good, 
pleasing, and perfect will.” Be holy, because he is 
holy.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION
Ezekiel 37:1-14

SCRIPTURE READING
1 Peter 1:13-23

SCRIPTURE READING



Do you believe your faith will be rewarded? Why do you 
believe this way? Under what circumstances do you 
struggle with waiting on the Lord?

The Lord rewards those who faithfully follow him. In 
today’s reading, Isaac was born to Abraham and 
Sarah in their old age. For 25 years, they waited for 
this child because the Lord promised Abraham he 
would be the ancestor of many nations even though 
he didn’t have any children. Imagine the joy they 
felt over this baby boy. Living by faith can be a 
challenge because we may go years without results 
of our trust in Christ. When it comes, it comes in a 
way that brings God glory and joy to our hearts and 
minds. Faith is always rewarded! 

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

Are you patient? What in your life makes being patient so 
difficult? What interferes in your ability to wait on the Lord?

Perhaps the greatest mistake made when living by 
faith is giving in to impatience. In today’s reading, 
Abraham lost patience in the middle of hardship and 
journeyed out of the Promised Land for Egypt. There, 
he faced added troubles. The Lord faithfully supported 
Abraham, but he would not have complicated his 
difficulties had he waited on the Lord. By waiting, he 
would have experienced God’s blessing in the Lord’s 
good time. When we face challenges, we desperately 
seek immediate deliverance, but the life of faith says 
we should endure and wait for God to come through 
for us according to his perfect will and timing.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

Genesis 21:1-7
SCRIPTURE READING

Genesis 12:10-20
SCRIPTURE READING



 How awesome would it be to see God’s power expressed in 
our world? In our personal lives? How have you relied on 
Christ today with the amount of faith you currently possess? 
How will you rely on him with this faith tomorrow?

Faith depends not on quantity. With the tiniest amount 
of faith, one can tell a mountain to move and it moves. 
The more we rely on Christ through the amount of 
faith we possess the more we expect to see God’s 
power. In today’s reading, the disciples failed to 
exorcise a demon from a little boy because they relied 
on something other than faith. Jesus told his followers 
they could accomplish the impossible by expressing 
even the smallest amount of faith. We live in a world 
dominated by malice. We hope to see God’s power in 
the world, but that comes only when we rely on Christ 
daily through even the smallest amount of faith.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

In whom do you trust for an amazing life? You, some other 
person, or the Lord? What indicators do you see in your 
thoughts and behaviors that demonstrate faith in the Lord? 

We really have two options. We either trust in God 
or in people for a good life. If we trust in people, we 
place our faith in the abilities, intelligence, or 
resources of ourselves or of others. If we place our 
faith in people, we must acknowledge the fact that 
we will be disappointed because no human is able 
to meet every expectation. We will only find          
fulfillment, if our faith is in the Lord because of his 
perfect character and his limitless ability to do more 
than we can imagine. He will never let us down. 
The good life we hope for will come up short if we 
trust in people, but enjoyed if our faith is in the 
Lord.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

Matthew 17:14-20
SCRIPTURE READING

Jeremiah 17:5-8
SCRIPTURE READING



What areas of life have you hesitated in surrendering to 
Jesus? Why are you afraid to trust that area with him? How 
does this verse from Habakkuk impact, change, or  encour-
age you to surrender?

Righteousness has nothing to do with religious 
zeal. Followers of Jesus are not righteous because 
they like to go to church or say, “Praise God,” every 
time something good happens. Righteousness 
exists when a person’s sins are forgiven and they 
are ushered into a lasting relationship with God. 
Those things only happen when we believe in 
Jesus. This does not mean we get swept up into an 
emotional high after a great worship service and 
respond to an opportunity to pray. It means we trust 
Jesus Christ in every detail of our lives: health, 
career, church, family, finances, etc. As Habakkuk 
says, “The righteous will by faith.”

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

When in your life were your basic needs in doubt? How did 
you respond? How can we put God first in such times? 
How can we trust him to provide the things we truly need?

Issues concerning our basic survival needs chal-
lenge our faith significantly. We worry most when 
our food supply, our shelter, or any other basic 
need appear in doubt. Jesus calls us to trust in him 
more in those moments reminding us in today’s 
reading that the Lord himself provides our needs. 
Even though it may feel very natural to respond to 
worrisome situations urgently, impatiently, or 
anxiously, Jesus cautions us to look to the Lord 
with confidence and place him first in our lives even 
above our basic needs. Is it easy? No, but we do so 
with the assurance that “all these things will be 
given to you as well.”

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

Habakkuk 2:4
SCRIPTURE READING

Matthew 6:25-34
SCRIPTURE READING



What do you think when you hear God loves you? How 
and why do you hesitate to believe this? When you suffer, 
how can you find hope in his love and mercy?

Remembering God’s love and mercy inspires us to 
endure our worst days and eagerly anticipate our best 
days. In today’s reading, Jeremiah reflected on the 
worst season of his life, the siege and destruction of 
Jerusalem. Right in the middle of his grieving moment, 
Jeremiah remembered the Lord’s love and mercy. 
Rather than give in to despair which was probably very 
tempting, the memory of God’s love and mercy 
renewed Jeremiah’s hope and invigorated him to 
quietly wait for God’s deliverance. We can easily give 
in to despair, destructive behaviors, or disillusionment 
when suffering, but remembering God’s love and 
mercy positions us to see the best days of our lives.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION
Have you surrendered your will to God? Have you received 
his gift of salvation? Have you been filled with the Holy 
Spirit? What changes in your life are evidence of your 
faith?

Our relationships with the Lord are unlike any of our 
other relationships. The Lord relates to us through 
grace, which is his incredible and active love. We 
relate to the Lord through faith, which involves the 
surrender of our wills and our trust in his. This relation-
ship activates our salvation. God pours out his 
gracious love into our lives through the atoning work of 
Christ and the infilling of his Holy Spirit. We trust God 
with our whole selves and receive Christ’s forgiveness, 
the Holy Spirit’s presence, and eternal life. By this 
relationship, the Lord liberates us from sin and shapes 
us to do amazing things for him and others. Trust in 
God and receive his salvation!

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

Lamentations 3:19-26
SCRIPTURE READING

Ephesians 2:1-10
SCRIPTURE READING



Have you ever felt like God was disappointed in you 
because you weren’t righteous enough? How difficult is it 
to grasp the reality that we are righteous merely because 
of our faith in Christ’s love and atonement?

If someone were to say, “Faith makes us free,” they 
might think correctly faith in Jesus frees us from the 
guilt of sin. Faith in Jesus also liberates us from the 
burden of proving our righteousness through good 
works. By faith, Jesus declares us righteous 
because of his atonement on the cross. Therefore, 
we are not righteous by what we do, but by what 
has been done to us. This frees us from the 
constant anxiety of proving ourselves worthy to 
God and allows us to do good works because we 
love God and others. We can enjoy the love and 
mercy of Christ Jesus rather than live in fear of his 
disapproval because we believe in him.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

What unanswered questions make you uncomfortable? 
Why do you feel you need to have those questions 
answered? Can you trust Jesus if those questions are 
never answered? Why or why not?

Many acts of Christ defy human rationality. Rather than 
coming in power and glory, Jesus came as a baby from 
an insignificant village. Rather than defeat his enemies 
through might, he defeated them by submitting to death 
on a cross. Rather than make himself known to the 
whole world after his resurrection, he revealed himself to 
a small group and commanded them to tell everyone. By 
nature, we want every question answered before we 
commit to something, but faith in Christ means we serve 
someone who doesn’t always make sense. Growing in 
faith means we grow more comfortable with the unan-
swered questions. We trust in the “foolishness” of God, 
which is greater than man’s wisdom.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

Galatians 5:1-6
SCRIPTURE READING

1 Corinthians 1:18-25
SCRIPTURE READING



Are you quick to repent or slow? Why? What scares you 
about facing yours sins or taking your sins before God? To 
what extent do you trust God to forgive your sins? 

True faith leads to repentance. Why? The more aware 
we become of God’s amazing holiness through faith 
the more aware we become of our own sinfulness. We 
then take our sins before God believing he will forgive 
and transform us. In today’s reading, King David, who 
was very close to God, came face to face with his sins 
in the Bathsheba controversy. In response, David cried 
out for forgiveness and renewal of his soul. He 
expressed sorrow over his sin through words of repen-
tance. Similarly by faith, we must never try to hide our 
sin. If we truly trust God, we vulnerably take our trans-
gressions to him. We will then experience forgiveness 
and renewal.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

What hardships are you facing? What promises of God 
provide hope as you trust him through these hardships?

Faith leads to hope. In faith, we trust God who is 
unseen, but in hope, we look with confidence 
toward a promised future. In today’s reading, 
Jerusalem faced imminent conquest by Babylon. 
The immediate future looked bleak until the Lord 
promised a new reality for his people. The conse-
quences for their sinful ways materialized, but more 
than they could envision lay on the other side of 
calamity. The Jewish people would experience 
blessings their ancestors could only imagine 
namely a relationship with God based on intimacy 
rather than rules. As you face real challenges in life 
remain faithful. Trusting God leads to hope, which 
is the pathway to fulfilled promises.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

Psalm 51
SCRIPTURE READING

Jeremiah 31:31-33
SCRIPTURE READING



How has the Lord changed your perspectives? How have 
you reoriented your values away from yourself to Christ 
and his will? How have you resisted faith’s reorientation of 
your perspectives?

Faith changes our perspectives. In our natural state, 
we center our attention on ourselves, our immediate 
surroundings, or on other people who can provide us 
with varying degrees of gratification Faith orients our 
attention toward things that transcend human selfish-
ness. We focus on the Lord and our role in his king-
dom. We abandon sinful habits and adopt acts of 
selflessness. Faith removes self-love as a motivator 
and replaces it with love for God and neighbor. Rather 
than find fulfillment in temporary or external values, 
faith enables us to find fulfillment as children of God 
living in the family of God. Faith radically refocuses 
our entire life toward Christ and his purposes.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

How do you resist Christ’s authority in your life? What 
scares you about submitting to his will? What sins, painful 
experiences, or ambition do you struggle to surrender?

Faith invites us to submit to the authority of the 
Lord. In today’s reading, a Roman centurion asked 
Jesus to heal his sick servant. The centurion did 
not need Jesus to come to his home and perform a 
miracle. The centurion recognized Jesus’ authority 
and believed Jesus could say, “Be healed,” from a 
distance and his servant would thrive. The centuri-
on’s faith astonished Jesus greatly. Following Jesus 
faithfully requires us to recognize his cosmic 
authority and then submit fully to his rule. By faith, 
we obey him before we comply with the expecta-
tions of the world. By faith, we trust he possesses 
authority over anything that can come against us.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

Colossians 3:17
SCRIPTURE READING

Luke 7:1-10
SCRIPTURE READING



What life issues interfere with your faith? What concerns 
interfere with you being generous? What will it take for you 
to trust the Lord with your resources?

Faith and generosity go hand in hand. In our reading, 
Abraham and Lot went their separate ways because the 
growing wealth of the two men created conflict within 
their tribe. Abraham allowed Lot to choose where the two 
groups would reside. Lot chose the lush Jordan River 
valley for himself leaving the more arid Canaanite high-
lands for Abraham. In the end, Abraham came out ahead 
even though he received the worse location because the 
Lord awarded him for his faith and generosity. The Lord 
assured Abraham his descendants would occupy the 
whole territory because he trusted God and generously 
gave to Lot. When we choose to be generous, we choose 
to believe the Lord has more in mind for us than we can 
see for ourselves.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

Who in your life needs prayer right now?

God calls us to pray for others in our faith walk. In 
our reading, the Lord prepared to judge the cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah because of their wicked-
ness. Abraham’s heart broke for those cities so he 
prayed the Lord would set aside his anger even 
though Sodom and Gomorrah deserved judgment. 
Abraham persistently pressed the Lord for mercy, 
which God granted if certain criteria were met. 
Unfortunately, the criteria did not materialize and 
the cities were destroyed, but Abraham was com-
mended in Scripture for standing in the gap for 
those cities. Our faith journeys include interceding 
on behalf of others through prayer. So pray for 
people.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

Genesis 13:5-18
SCRIPTURE READING

Genesis 18:16-33
SCRIPTURE READING



How has the Lord matured you through seasons of suffer-
ing? How have you come to value hope through suffering? 
As you suffer, how can you come to a place where you 
rejoice?

Through faith, we come to Jesus, experience his 
justifying grace, engage in an intimate and loving 
relationship with him, and look to the future with 
hope. Faith also changes our view of suffering. 
Paul says in today’s reading through faith we can 
rejoice in our sufferings. We do this not because we 
necessarily enjoy suffering, but because we see 
how the Lord uses suffering to build up our ability to 
persevere, transform our character, and deepen our 
reliance on the hope Christ provides. Faith reminds 
us that suffering is a temporary situation that can 
have immeasurably eternal benefits. Learn through 
faith how to rejoice in your sufferings.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

What role does religious ritual play in your life? How can 
you immediately express the attitudes of justice, mercy, 
and humility in your walk with God? 

We believe incorrectly the proper way to approach 
the Lord is through religious ritual. We think by 
overwhelming ourselves with zealous religious 
observance we grow closer to God. By faith, we 
see that our attitudes must first align with God’s 
purposes in order to draw closer to him. What 
attitudes should we express? In today’s reading, 
the Lord suggested we first deal with other people 
justly, to then show mercy to anyone who needs it, 
and finally to live a life of humility. A faithful relation-
ship with God can be assisted by religious ritual, 
but never begins there. We approach the Lord 
faithfully and relationally through the attitudes we 
exhibit.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

Romans 5:1-5
SCRIPTURE READING

Micah 6:6-8
SCRIPTURE READING



REFLECTIVE QUESTION

What are you enduring that makes waiting on the Lord 
difficult? Do you believe he will come through for you? 
Why? What will it take for you to trust the Lord?

Waiting on the Lord faithfully provides reason to 
rejoice. In today’s reading, the Jews returned to 
Jerusalem after 70 years in exile in Babylon. Those 
decades were very trying for the Jewish people. 
They watched the destruction of Jerusalem. They 
endured the shame of captivity. They feared the 
disintegration of their culture while living in Babylon. 
All the while the prophets proclaimed the Lord’s 
promise to restore the people to their land. Now, 
after 70 years, they came home and reestablished 
themselves. The people recited these words of 
praise having waited on the Lord. We may find 
ourselves in difficult places, but we will rejoice and 
celebrate when God comes through for us.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

SCRIPTURE READING

Zephaniah 3:14-17
SCRIPTURE READING

In what ways do you see the Lord Jesus transforming you 
more and more into his image? How have you found 
deliverance from the consequences of your sins? What 
does the future look like?

Faith starts the internal transformation we enjoy by 
following Jesus and interacting daily with the Holy Spirit. 
Before we develop qualities like goodness, knowledge, 
self-control, perseverance, godliness, kindness, and 
love, we first trust in Jesus Christ; the one who provides 
everything we need to reflect his divine nature. Con-
versely, our perspectives remain locked on the corrup-
tion of our sinful ways. Without faith, we are unable to 
see beyond our present circumstances, our guilt, or 
selfish desires. We miss out on the hope of becoming 
like Jesus. Without faith, we do not really believe the 
Lord has forgiven our sins. Trust in Christ daily. Allow 
him to transform us radically through faith.

2 Peter 1:3-9



How do you typically make decisions? Do you operate 
according to the world’s approach or begin by trusting the 
Lord? What scares you about wisdom of faith versus 

Living by faith is wise. The wisdom that comes by 
faith does not parallel the wisdom of the world. The 
world’s wisdom tells us to look at our resources, our 
situation, and our goals. We then make a decision 
and hope it works out. If it works out, we are wise, 
but if it doesn’t we are foolish. The wisdom of faith 
says trust the Lord, who we cannot see, at all times 
and with all we have. Do not deny the Lord access 
to even the most delicate parts of our lives and we 
will be amazed by how he leads and blesses us. 
We are only foolish if we refuse to live by faith.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

Do you believe Jesus is Lord and do you believe he saves 
you now? What does it mean to you to be a child of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ? What expectations come 
with living in the family of God?

Jesus is God! He existed before all things, and will exist 
long after all things fade away. He created the universe 
providing everything needed by all living beings. Jesus 
provides true life in a world known to manipulate people 
toward death and shines light brightly in a world 
consumed by darkness. Because of Jesus coming, the 
Lord promised to adopt believers into the family of God. 
Jesus’ believers worship as children of God and not as 
distant and fearful observers. Believe in the one who 
became flesh and dwelled among us. Allow the Father 
to adopt you into the family of God. Rejoice! We have 
seen the glory of the One and Only who came from the 
Father full of grace and truth!

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

Proverbs 3:5-6
SCRIPTURE READING

John 1:1-14
SCRIPTURE READING



What scares you about patience? What scares you about 
trusting in the Lord’s timing? What will help you endure 
your difficulties and wait on the Lord?

Patiently waiting on the Lord to lift us out of our 
trouble is neither a burden nor a curse, but an 
essential part of faith. Challenging circumstances 
create displeasure, but trusting in the Lord’s timing 
provides both deliverance from our difficulties and a 
stronger character. The Psalmist in today’s reading 
reports how he saw the Lord work in his life because 
he faithfully waited. The Lord’s deliverance led him 
to sing songs of praise and declare his confidence in 
God boldly. Waiting on the Lord is never easy, but 
worth it. He will come through for us according to his 
will, which includes his perfect timing.

Psalm 40: 1-5

REFLECTIVE QUESTION
What exhausts you? Why does that exhaust you? To what 
extent do you trust the Lord to relieve you of the things that 
tax you energy? 

The world provides few opportunities to find rest for 
our minds, bodies, or souls. The hectic pace of our 
culture can leave us exhausted and burned out. 
Faith calls us to find rest in our Lord. As we trust 
God and make ourselves vulnerable to him, he 
takes the weight of our day-to-day complexities and 
provides us peace and renewal. He becomes as 
the Psalmist says our rock, fortress, and refuge. 
When life grows overwhelming, and it will at some 
point, come to the Lord in faith. Share with him the 
things that burden you or tax you of your stamina. 
Allow him to reinvigorate you.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

SCRIPTURE READING

Psalm 62:5-8
SCRIPTURE READING



In full honesty, how do you respond to someone saying, 
“God loves you”? What in your life makes it difficult to 
believe in God’s love? 

God is love. That doesn’t mean God is a floating 
ball of an ethereal emotion. God’s primary charac-
teristic is love. He showed his love by sending his 
Son Jesus Christ into the world so that those who 
believe may experience eternal life. Faith requires 
us to trust in God’s love, which is not easy. We are 
aware of our sins and failures. Because of this 
awareness, we assume God sees us as unlovable. 
The Lord does not love us because of our perfec-
tion. He loves us despite our imperfections. We 
embrace this reality through faith. We know God’s 
love is real and powerful because we trust in him.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION
Have you ever asked for more faith? Why? What makes 
trusting in your abilities to determine what is true easier 
than trusting the Lord through faith? 

You have enough faith to tell the tree in your front 
yard to uproot and plant itself in the sea. The 
problem is we think we don’t, which was why the 
disciples asked Jesus to increase their faith in 
today’s reading. The real issue is to what extent we 
rely on faith rather than our capabilities to deter-
mine what is or is not true. When things that require 
faith do not materialize, we rationalize our failure to 
believe saying, “I don’t have enough faith.” If you 
believe Jesus, a carpenter’s son from Nazareth, is 
the Son of God, you have more than enough faith 
to see miracles. You simply must rely on that faith.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

1 John 4:7-20

SCRIPTURE READING

Luke 15:5-6

SCRIPTURE READING



How does knowing your future help you endure the chal-
lenges you face today? 

Faithful living is not directionless. A bright future 
awaits us, but we must hear occasionally what that 
future holds because looking forward with confi-
dence helps us remain faithful during difficult 
moments. In today’s reading, Paul encouraged the 
Thessalonian Church to endure hardship because of 
the glory they will participate in when Christ returns. 
He reminded them Jesus is coming back and believ-
ers will be with him forever. The hope of his coming 
and the eternal life we will enjoy inspires us to bear 
the challenges we immediately face. You are not 
wondering aimlessly through life. By faith, you step 
closer daily to living eternally in Christ’s presence. 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

REFLECTIVE QUESTION What area of life seems to take your attention away from 
Christ the most? How can you learn to focus on Jesus 
more in those situations?

Jesus calls us to follow him at all times even to 
places that scare or overwhelm us. Faith centers our 
attention on Jesus rather than the perils of our 
surroundings. We are safest when our eyes are fixed 
on Jesus, but the moment our surroundings take our 
attention away from Christ we find ourselves at the 
mercy of our circumstances. That does not mean 
Jesus abandons us to our fate. He is faithful to 
deliver all who cry out to him, but our failure to trust 
him interferes with our spiritual growth. We only grow 
into the people Jesus wants us to be when we trust 
him at all times.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

SCRIPTURE READING
Matthew 14:22-33

SCRIPTURE READING



When was the last time you believe you heard clearly from 
the Lord? How have you been tempted to abandon faith in 
those moments of silence? How have you relied on faith 
during those times?

Faith is covenantal. In our reading, Abraham has not 
heard from the Lord in 13 years, but his faith has 
remained strong. Because of that faith, the Lord 
established a covenant, which is a formalized 
long-term relationship, with Abraham. Finally, after 24 
years of following the Lord and 13 years of silence, 
Abraham is starting to see the long-term blessings on 
the horizon because of their covenant. Within a year, 
he has a son and heir. As Christians, we are in a 
covenantal relationship with Christ Jesus. We are 
committed to be faithful and he is committed to our 
salvation and transformation both individually and 
corporately through the church. 

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

How is your relationship with God? What anxieties are you 
able to trust God through? What anxieties do you find 
difficult to trust God through?

We relate to God through faith. In our reading, life 
had caught up to Abraham. He accumulated a great 
deal of wealth in his long life, but had no children to 
inherit his possessions. Abraham grew anxious that a 
non-relative would inherit his estate, which was 
shameful in his culture. After voicing his anxiety, the 
Lord reminded Abraham of the promise of many 
descendants implying an heir. Abraham trusted God 
rather than give into anxiety and it strengthened their 
relationship to where Abraham was called God’s 
friend (James 2:23). We will experience anxiety, but 
trusting the Lord in those moments draws us into 
deep, intimate relationships with him.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

Genesis 17:1-8
SCRIPTURE READING

Genesis 15:1-8
SCRIPTURE READING



Do you try to win Jesus’ approval through good works? 
Why? What makes it difficult for you to trust in Christ’s love 
for salvation?

Salvation requires faith. Christ has saved us 
because of his grace rather than through our good 
works. That is not easy for us to accept. People 
relate to one another transactionally. You do for me 
and I’ll do for you. Because that is how people 
generally deal with one another, we assume Christ 
deals with us similarly. If we are good and obey, he 
will save us, but that’s not true. Christ saves us 
because he loves us and for no other reason. 
There is nothing we can do to convince Jesus to 
save us except believe in him. Trust in Christ and 
enjoy this gift of salvation that comes by faith.

Galatians 2:15-16

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

What obstacles do you see in your path to Jesus? How 
have you responded to those obstacles? How can you 
overcome those obstacles? 

Faith compels us to come to Jesus regardless of 
the barriers. In today’s reading, friends of a para-
lyzed man tried to bring him to Jesus because they 
believed in Christ’s power to heal. A crowd blocked 
the front door so the friends made a hole in the roof 
and lowered the paralyzed man down toward 
Jesus. When we lack faith, we can easily see an 
obstruction to our path to Jesus and give up. Faith 
says our need for him surpasses our need for 
comfort or easy access. Faith says, “I’m taking my 
issue to the Lord Jesus and nothing will stop me!”

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

SCRIPTURE READING
Luke 5:17-26

SCRIPTURE READING



What obstacles in life do you find daunting? How do you 
respond to daunting situations? What keeps you from 
trusting the Lord and waiting for him?

Faith makes the seemingly impossible possible. In 
today’s reading, the disciples struggle to drive a 
demon from a small boy. After the boy’s father 
explains everything, Jesus says, “Everything is 
possible for one who believes.” The father says he 
believes and Jesus drives out the demon. The Lord 
is able to do more than we can imagine. There is 
no obstacle we face in life so formidable that it 
challenges God. All the Lord requires of us to do 
the impossible is to believe he can. The problem is 
we panic in daunting situations and scramble to 
solve the problem ourselves. Instead, we should 
trust the Lord and wait for him to the impossible.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION What pressures from the world do you face? What is 
appealing about that pressure? What values does that 
pressure represent? What does choosing faith in God 
against that pressure look like?

Faith creates a choice between submission to the 
values of the world that are seen and trusting God 
who is unseen. In today’s reading, Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego faced a precarious situa-
tion: worship an idol and live or serve God and die. 
Amazingly, they chose faith in God even if the Lord 
decided not to save them. They rejected the values 
of the world and embraced the unseen God as the 
highest priority. Their choice appears commonly in 
our lives. We experience pressure to conform to the 
patterns of the world, but life is amazing when we 
reject those values and choose faith in the Lord.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION
Mark 9:14-29

SCRIPTURE READING
Daniel 3:8-28

SCRIPTURE READING



What does one lose by rejecting faith in Jesus Christ? 
What does a person gain by receiving Jesus Christ through 
faith? What attitudes are needed to receive Jesus through 
faith?

Faith in Christ separates people who enjoy the 
Father’s loving salvation from people destined to 
perish. This point reveals the stakes involved in 
deciding whether to trust in Christ or not. We gain 
everything or we lose everything. The impulse to 
determine our own fate is not evidence of a strong 
mind or advanced intelligence. This impulse origi-
nates in the soul of person who stubbornly resists 
stepping out of darkness into light. Though convinced 
they demonstrate enlightened understanding, such 
people risk losing everything by refusing to submit in 
Jesus Christ. Conversely, those who humbly receive 
Christ’s salvation through faith gain everything by 
living eternally with him.

John 3:16-21

REFLECTIVE QUESTION
What makes repentance difficult? What sins or failures do 
you typically withhold from the Lord? What good deeds do 
you turn to when you feel guilty?

The Lord forgives. Even when we think our sins and 
failures are beyond atonement, the Lord assures us of 
his forgiving nature. The Lord’s forgiveness only 
requires us to come to him in faith. We will be tempted 
to do excessive good deeds trying to convince the 
Lord we are good, but that doesn’t draw us closer to 
God. It merely adds to our guilt because we don’t 
really trust in the Lord’s mercy. Our good deeds may 
bless others, but when done in a self-atoning way they 
make our relationship with the Lord self-centered and 
add distance between him and us. Come to the Lord 
faithfully. Turn from your sins. Trust in his forgiveness.

REFLECTIVE QUESTION

SCRIPTURE READING
Joel 2:12-14

SCRIPTURE READING


